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1. The Challenge of a Global New Normal: Taiwan in Midst of Challenging Mega Trends
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Given Taiwan’s trajectory, the pacific island has become an incessant part of the global political
agenda in midst of great powers striving for influence. International tensions about Taiwan will last.
The island is crucial for both its geo-strategic importance for security in the Indo-Pacific region and
for the global production of key innovation technologies. Beyond international politics, Taiwan’s
government noticed Beijing’s increasing pressure on the Asian Democracy over the past years and
expressed recurrently its concerns about acts of interfering with the political process in general and
cyberattacks, disinformation campaigns in particular. According to the Digital Society Project, Taiwan
belongs to the most affected subjects by foreign governments disseminate false information on all key
political issues. Being pushed to find creative solutions, Taiwan has developed unique strategies to
adapt to new normal situation against the background of an innovation-driven globalized world. How
did this come about and what are the prospects for the future?
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4 China’s Material Solidification of the Past and the Infrastructuralization of Memory
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The interpretations and commemorations of China's extensive history, with an eye toward
contemporary political ambitions and the future, have long been a subject of scholarly interest. In my
upcoming lecture, I will draw upon a recent special issue to explore the curation, performance, and
consumption of collective memory. Through this exploration, I aim to shed light on the dynamic
relationship between the redefinition of Chinese identity, cultural modernization, and the evolving
significance of heritage and memory within Chinese politics. Taking into account issues related to
diversity, such as personal versus collective memory and the influence of community-driven and state-
led heritage initiatives, | will examine how the interplay between the state and society shapes local
memory practices. Additionally, I will delve into the significant and widespread effects of cultural and
material changes in China, including transformations and destruction, as they relate to the
reconstruction of memory. Central to this discussion is the current emphasis on the politicization of
heritage and the deliberate solidification of selected representations of the past. To help elucidate these
trends, | will introduce the concept of "memory infrastructure,” which offers a framework for

understanding the interconnection of history, memory, and politics.
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